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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- (f NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )M Responsive to cx)mmunicat[on(s) filed on 09/09/2005 . 
2a)\3 This action is FINAL. 2b)M This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fomial matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under £x parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) 1-54 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from cx)nsideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 1-54 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 13 The drawing(s) filed on 07 December 2001 is/are: a)^ accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

11) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action orfomi PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) 0 Acl^nowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)n All b)n Some * c)^ None of: 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

. application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1 ) (3 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) EH Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) n Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 



4) CII Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(syMail Date. . 

5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

6) 13 Other: Detailed action . 



U.S. Patent and Tnademark Office 
PTOL-326 (Rev. 1-04) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20051013 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/0 1 0,393 
Art Unit: 2163 



Page 2 



DETAILED ACTION 

1. In response to the communication dated 09/09/2005, claims 1-54 are active in this 
appUcation. 

2. This application claims US Provisional Application 60/254038 filed on 12/07/2000. . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed pubUcation in this or a foreign country or in pubUc use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the IMted States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the uivention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the mvention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an apphcation filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was pubhshed under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-35 and 41-53 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Sui 
(WO 01/29747). 

Regarding claims 1 and 41, Sul discloses in an electronic device, a method, comprising 
the steps of: 

o providing user profiles regarding users and fitness activities of the users (See page 

13, line 13 to page 14, line 16, wherein user profiles stored in database and is 

searched by a joining user to a team); and 
o examining the user profiles to match at least two selected ones of the users 

(matching member to searched team. See page 14, line 1-10) for a scheduled 

fitness activity (See page 18, lines 11-15). 
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Regarding claims 2 and 42, Sul discloses informing a first of the selected users of the 
scheduled fitness activity (See page 20, lines 6-10). 

Regarding claims 3 and 43, Sul further discloses sending an invitation to participate in 
the scheduled fitness activity to the first selected user (See col. 15, hues 20-29). 

Regarding claims 4 and 44, Sul wherein the invitation includes a user interface 
component for enabling the first selected user to accept or decline the invitation (See Fig. 8). 

Regarding claims 5 and 45, Sul further discloses sending a communication to the second 
selected user informing the second selected user whether the first selected user accepted or 
declined the invitation (See page 16, lines 1-11). 

Regarding claims 6 and 46, Sul discloses wherein calendars of fitness activities are 
maintained for the selected users and wherein the method further comprises the step of adding 
the scheduled fitness activity to the calendars of the selected users (See page 16, lines 27-28). 

Regarding claim 7, Sul discloses wherein the selected users have client devices with 
displays and wherein the client devices communicate with the electronic device and wherein the 
method fiirther comprises the step of displaying the calendar for at least one of the calendars on 
the display of at least one of the client devices (See page 18, lines 9-15). 
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Regarding claim 8, Sul discloses wherein the electronic device is a conqjuter system (See 
page 18, lines 13-15). 

Regarding claim 9, Sul discloses wherein the step of examining is prompted by one of the 
selected users requesting the scheduling of the scheduled fitness activity (See page 13, line 16- 
18). 

Regarding claim 10, Sul further discloses providing a user interface element for 
specifying which of the users to invite to the scheduled fitness activity (See page 14, Unes 1-3). 

Regarding claim 1 1, Sul discloses wherein the user interface element is part of a web 
Page (See page 14, lines 1-3). 

Regarding claim 12, Sul further discloses providing a user interface component for 
specifying a date, time and place for the scheduled fitness activity (See page 18, line 26 to page 
19, hne 7). 

Regarding claim 13, Sul discloses wherein the user interface component for specifying a 
date, time and place is part of a web page (See Fig. 8). 
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Regarding claim 14, Sul discloses providing a user interface component for identifying 
what type of fitness activity the scheduled fitness activity is (See fig. 6, "type of game"). 

Regarding claims 15 and 47, Sul discloses a method performed in an electronic device, 
the method comprising the steps of: 

o providing a user interface (website) that enables a user to request a suitable 

partner for a fitness activity (See page 13, lines 16-17); 
o conducting a search of candidate partners to locate a suitable partner (See page 

13, Une 16 to page 14, line 10); and 
o returning to the user a list of any suitable partners (See page 14, lines 1-2). 

Regarding claims 16 and 48, Sul discloses wherein the user interface enables the user to 
specify characteristics of a suitable partner (See page 14, lines 8-10). 

Regarding claims 17 and 49, Sul discloses wherein the search looks for candidate 
partners having the specified characteristics (See page 4, lines 21-26). 

Regarding claims 18 and 50, Sul discloses wherein only candidate partners matching at 
least some of the specified characteristics are set forth on the list (See 14, lines 8-10). 

Regarding claims 19 and 51, Sul discloses wherein the user interface enables the user to 
specify suitable ages as one of the characteristics for a suitable partner (See page 4, lines 21-22). 
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Regarding claims 20 and 52, Sul discloses wherein the user interface enables the user to 
specify a suitable geographic locale as one of the characteristics for a suitable partner (See page 
4, Unes 21-22). 

Regarding claims 21 and 53, Sul discloses wherein the user interface enables the user to 
specify a suitable skill level at the fitness activity for suitable partners (See page 4, lines 22-23). 

Regarding claim 22, Sul further discloses receiving at least one user choice from the list 
of suitable partners; and sending an invitation communication to the user choices to participate in 
the fitness activity (See page 4, lines 23-26). 

Regarding claim 23, Sul discloses wherein the user interface is provided to the user via a 
network (See page 12, lines 16-25, wherein user interface is a website which is provided to the 
user via a network). 

Regarding claim 24, Sul discloses wherein the network is a computer network (See page 
18, lines 10-15). 

Regarding claim 25, Sul discloses wherein the computer network is the Internet (See page 
14, hues 1-2). 
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Regarding claim 26, Sul discloses a method performed in a computer system, the method 
comprising the steps of: 

o providing a web site (See page 3, lines 4-5, Sul establish a sport website on 
Intemet) having: 

a matching facility for identifying persons that are well-matched to a first user 
for a particular type of fitness activity (See page 4, Unes 21-26 and page 13, 
line 16 to page 14, line 10, Sul teaches matching facility as Sul discloses 
searching and outputting the matched team to joining member, wherein team 
including plurality of players); 

a scheduling facility (Fig. 3) for scheduling fitness activities among persons 
(See page 16, line 1-11, "the type of an arrangement or the schedule of the 
arrangement with a counterpart is processed by an administrator by using an 
automatic arrangement program"); 

using the matching facility to identify at least one person that is well-matched 
to the user for a first type of fitness activity (sporting event) (See page 4, lines 
21-26 and page 13, linel6 to page 14, line 10); and 

using the scheduling facility to schedule a first event of the first type of fitness 
activity between participants, including the first user and the well-matched 
person (See page 16, line 1-11). 



Regarding claim 27, Sul further discloses sending electronic reminders to the participants 
of the scheduled first event of the first type of fitness activity (See page 20, lines 5-9). 
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Regarding claim 28, Sul further discloses receiving a communication indicating that a 
selected one of the participants can no longer participate in the first event of the first type of 
fitness activity ("the member intimates intention not to participate in the set of game"); and 
adjusting the scheduling of the first event of the first type of fitness activity with the scheduling 
facility to indicate that the selected participant will not participate. Please see page 18, lines 17- 
21. 



Regarding claim 29, Sul fiirther discloses: 

o receiving a communication requesting cancellation of the first event of the first 

type of fitness activity; 
o in response to the communication, canceling the first event of the first type of 

fitness activity with the scheduling mechanisnx Please see page 18, lines 17-21. 

Regarding claim 30, Sul further discloses sending electronic notification to each of the 
participants of the first event of the first type of fitness activity that the first event of the first 
instance of the first type of fitness activity has been cancelled (See page 20, Unes 10-15). 



Regarding claim 3 1, Sul further discloses: 

o receiving a communication requesting a change in the first event of the first type 
of fitness activity (See col. 16-21); 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/0 1 0,393 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2163 

o in response to the communication, modifying scheduling of the first event of the 

first type of fitness activity(See col 16-21); and 
o sending electronic notifications to the participants to inform the participants of the 

modifying of the scheduling of the first event of the first type of fitness activity 

(See col. 5, lines 5-9). 

Regarding claim 32, Sul further discloses providing participants with an option of 
designating whether the participants wish to continue to participate in the first event of the first 
type of fitness activity in view of the modifying of the scheduling (See page 15, line 23 to page 
16, line 11). 

Regarding claim 33, Sul further discloses using the scheduling facility to schedule a 
second event of the first type of fitness activity (See page 18, Unes 16-21). 

Regarding claim 34, Sul discloses wherein the second event is scheduled for a second 
user (See page 20, lines 10-15). 

Regarding claim 35, Sul further discloses using the scheduling facility to schedule a third 
event of a second type of fitness activity (See page 17). 

4. Claims 36-40 and 54 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Browne 
(US 5,598,849). 
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Regarding claims 36 and 54, Browne discloses a method performed in an electronic 
device, the method comprising the steps of: 

o prompting a participant in a fitness activity for feedback regarding a selected 

participant in the fitness activity (See col. 1 1, lines 29-39 and claim 12, wherein 

"a participant" corresponding to "personal trainer"); 
o in response to the prompting, obtaining the feedback regarding the selected 

participant (See col. 1, lines 30-33); and 
o making information regarding the feedback available to parties that are 

considering scheduling a fitness activity with the selected participant (See abstract 

and col. 12, hne 66 to col. 13, hne 34). 

Regarding claim 37, Browne further discloses making feedback fi^om other participants of 
the fitness activity regarding the selected participant available to the parties (See col. 1 1, lines 
30-39). 

Regarding claim 38, Browne fixrther discloses making additional feedback from other 
fitness activities regarding the selected participant available to the parties (See col 1 1, lines 30- 
39). 

Regarding claim 39, Browne discloses wherein the prompting is performed over a 
computer network (See Fig. 5) 
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Regarding claim 40, Browne discloses wherein the information regarding the feedback is 
made available over a computer network (See Fig, 5 and col 13, lines 1-23). 

Response to Arguments 
5. Applicant's arguments filed 09/09/2005, with respect to the rejection(s) of claim(s) 1-54 
have been fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. 
However, upon further consideration, a new grouhd(s) of rejection is made. 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Merilyn P Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272-4026. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F: 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Safet Metjahic can be reached on 571-272-4023. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 571-273-8300 for regular 
communications and 703-746-7240 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305-3900. 



MN 

Oct 13, 2005 



